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Breast cancer centre seeks $5m
for new research facility
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PERTH could have a world-class
integrated breast cancer treat-
ment and research centre by 2020
if a local not-for-profit group is
successful in raising more than
$5 million.

The Breast Cancer Research
Centre WA wants to develop
a facility where patients can
receive cancer diagnosis, medical
treatment and support services —
the first facility of its kind in the
state, according to organisation
founder Arlene Chan.

“Every patient has different
needs and we want to provide a
world-class one-stop shop,” Pro-
fessor Chan told Business News.

“There is currently no facility
offering this degree of advanced
integrated care to breast cancer

patients, where they can receive
both medical treatment and
the ongoing support services
required - physiotherapists, psy-
chologists and social workers.”

There are also plans for the
centre to be a place of education
for doctors in training, families
and cancer patients.

A WA Australian of the Year
2017 finalist, Professor Chan has
run the clinical trials unit at the
research centre for the past 15
years, undertaking more than
30 different research projects
concurrently.

BCRC WA has conducted more
than 80 breast cancer trials
involving over 1,000 WA patients
since 2000, with advances in
diagnosis and treatment leading
to a 50 per cent increase in the
survival rate for more than 160
patients.

“ Every patient

has different needs
and we want to
provide a world-
class one-stop

shop - Arlene Chan

It is estimated to cost more
than $5 million to transform the
vision of the centre into a real-
ity, and Professor Chan hopes to
secure commitments from corpo-
rates and philanthropists over the
next few months, providing an
opportunity for potential donors
to engage with the project from
beginning to end.

Potential sites are currently
being discussed.




